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The NDIS Bill has just passed through Parliament. Labor, the Liberals and One Nation joined forces to secure the biggest cuts to a government program this century.

The Greens know that for many people reading this, the changes in this bill are not abstract numbers on a spreadsheet. They could mean losing access to the supports, therapies, equipment, carers and assistance people rely on to live independently, go to school or work, and participate in their communities.

And they know that many people working in disability, health and support services are also facing enormous uncertainty about what these changes will mean for them too.

The community made its position clear: this bill should not pass.

You can watch this short clip from the Greens speaking in Parliament or my full contribution in the Senate. Jordon Steele-John Greens Senator for Western Australia

Over the past few months, thousands of disabled people, families, carers, workers and allies have rallied, written submissions, shared their lived experience, made calls, sent emails and refused to let the government push these cuts through without a fight.

The Greens voted against this legislation in the House and the Senate. They delayed the bill and fought to secure an extended Senate inquiry because disabled people deserved the opportunity to be heard.

And you were heard.

That extra time gave the community more opportunity to expose the harm these changes will cause, and gave us more time to fight for improvements. Together, our campaigning secured:
· An appeals pathway for large-scale cuts imposed by the Minister.
· A clearer definition of parental responsibility, recognising disability supports are different from ordinary parenting responsibilities.
· Whistleblower protections for people who report fraud within the NDIS.
· Stronger protections around debts raised against participants by the NDIA.
· Expanded rights to request re-assessment from the NDIA.

The bill will become law as soon as it receives Royal Assent from the Governor General. Not all changes to the Act come into effect immediately. 


