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Families CALL ON THE CARROLL GOVERNMENT TO HONOUR ITS COMMITMENTS TO VULNERABLE PEOPLE WITH A DISABILITY
 
Following the closure of Kew Residential Services (Kew Cottages) some years ago and, more recently, during the transfer of care in government-owned  group homes, housing residents with a disability, to 5 non-government providers, the Government gave numerous assurances to residents and their families that the continuation of transport for residents by buses attached to the homes would continue.
 
Now, the largest of the transfer providers, Scope, which manages scores of homes with hundreds of residents has advised residents and their families that the provision of bus transport will cease and that the buses, given to Scope by the Government at no cost, will be sold off at auction.
 
In a bizarre move, Scope is willing to sell to families of residents the buses that it obtained from the Government at no cost!
 
Families call on the Victorian Government to intervene in this matter to ensure the ongoing provision of dedicated bus transport in accordance with Government commitments. Buses that have already been withdrawn by Scope must be reinstated.
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Residents in group homes typically have physical and/or intellectual disabilities, and many have challenging behaviours. Many cannot travel in cars and cannot access public transport. Without dedicated bus transport, residents face the prospect of being confined to their home and unable to access their community. Whilst maxi cabs may be an option for local trips, their cost means that they are not a suitable option for longer outings.
 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Additional information may be obtained from Phil Lipshut, President, Supportive Families and Friends Association Inc. 0438 948 994
 
Supportive Families and Friends Association Inc. is a volunteer-led support association for families with a family member living in supported disability accommodation in Victoria. Phil represents the Association on the Victorian NDIS Community Advisory Council (VCAC).

